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to Dublin.    Now, I had not particularly cared to obtain a degn and I had neglected to prepare at the college the requisite sh< of drawings.   But at a time when he much needed a holiday, took the trouble of going to my house and afterwards_ to t Lagan Foundry, having heard that during my apprenticeship the I had made many drawings.    He spent a long time examini: them, and made such a report to the University authorities caused them to put aside their rule in my particular case.    N< this is not all.   It was found subsequently that my attendances his classes were not up to the standard, and he utterly refused give me the certificate which would enable me to go in to t examination.   It was, in his opinion, wrong to do this; and, spite of a battery of persuasive argument brought to bear upi him by Dr Andrews  and others of his  colleagues, his  refus was absolute.   The difficulty was got over through some new discovered technical right of the President  of the   college exercise grace.   Taking the two incidents together, they may regarded as unprecedented in the history of the professorial sen of duty."
As further illustrating his methods, it may be remarked he that he constructed a sliding balance, by the use of which ti examiners could mechanically place the students according to t] marks gained in class and during examination, thus eliminatii any possibility of favouritism or prejudice in deciding the results
In the autumn of 1861 James Thomson and his wife and s year old daughter spent ten days very happily with Prof. Willia Thomson and his wife on the Island of Arran, where the Willia Thomsons had rented for summer quarters a small country pla called Kilmichael, the only part of Arran not belonging to tl Duke of Hamilton. There were two other guests staying Kilmichael, namely Dr Joule and Prof. Forbes, and endle discussions arose among the four at table—where so unimporta: a matter as food was liable to be entirely forgotten—or out boatir on the lovely September evenings. Sometimes the conversation on deep questions of science, such as the effect of stresses in causit the melting of solids, became so absorbing that one or more them forgot to row, while the others, not perceiving the omissio continued rowing steadily, so that the boat went round in gracef gyrations or loops and circles, in spite of the steerswoman's effor to keep a straight course. One evening when the sea was qui smooth except for small ripples, they noticed long sinuous strea] of perfectly calm water among the ripples, and, rowing out to tl spot to investigate the cause, James Thomson pointed out to tl